
Fall Book Sale
The Friends of the Library will hold their 
fall book sale on Friday, November 21 from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday, November 22 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, 
November 23 from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m. at 
the Senior and Disabled Center. All types 
of books, including fiction and non-fiction, 
will be on sale as well as CDs, audiobooks, 
DVDs, videos, and specially priced items. 
Admission on Friday evening is $5 and free 
on Saturday. On Sunday, only books will be 
available. Buy a Friends’ book sale bag for 
$6 and fill it with books for free. Refills are $5. Stock up and save!

Friends Wine and Cheese Social
Join the Friends of the Library on Friday evening, 
January 23 for wine tasting, beer tasting, savory 
refreshments, great conversation, and a few 
surprises. Ticket prices are $12 in advance 
and $15 at the door. Tickets will be available 
at the Adult Information Desk in early 
December.

Winter Reading Programs
Join us in January for winter reading programs 
for adults and children. This year we will be 
collecting pet food and pet care donations for 
the Connecticut Humane Society during the 
five weeks of winter reading. See inside pages 
for more details about Fetch a Good Book!

Sunday Hours 
Resume this Month
The library will be open on Sundays from 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. beginning November 16.

Shakespeare 
Sundays
2014 marks the 450th 
anniversary of William 
Shakespeare’s birth. Join 
us for the screening of 
four critically acclaimed 
film adaptations of 
Shakespeare’s plays on successive Sundays 
from November 16 to December 7. All films 
start at 2:00 p.m. in the Community Room. 
Refreshments will be served. This film series is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

November 16 – Much Ado About Nothing
A lively version of one of Shakespeare’s best 
comedies, as one set of lovers battles against 
a dirty trick, and another set simply battles 
each other! Starring Kenneth Branagh, 
Denzel Washington and Emma Thompson.  

November 23 – Romeo & Juliet
Franco Zeffirelli’s acclaimed adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s timeless love story. 
Nominated for Best Picture Academy 
Award! Starring Olivia Hussey and Leonard 
Whiting.  

November 30 – The Taming of the Shrew
Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton star 
as Katherina and Petruchio in William 
Shakespeare’s comic look at male 
chauvinism and women’s lib in the 16th 
century. 

December 7 – Henry V
Kenneth Branagh stars and makes his 
feature-film directorial debut with this 
adaptation of William Shakespeare’s Henry 
V. A heroic, action-packed epic also starring 
Paul Scofield, Ian Holm and Derek Jacobi. 
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Unless noted in the program description, 
registration is required for all adult programs 
at the Adult Information Desk or by calling 
860-665-8700. 

Mongolia: Nomads, the Gobi, and 
Genghis Khan
Tuesday, November 4, 7:00 p.m.
Former Library Director 
Marian Amodeo returns 
to Newington to share 
her latest adventure in 
Mongolia, the Land of 
the Big Sky. Learn about 
this fascinating country, its 
warm and caring people, and its amazing 
natural beauty.  Marian will share her 
new-found knowledge of the nomadic 
Mongols, secrets of the Gobi Desert, and 
what life is like living in a ger (yurt). Join 
her for this unique photo presentation. 
Call to register.

Get to Know your iPhone
Thursday, November 6, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon
Come learn about the functions and 
features of Apple’s iPhone. This class 
will cover basic iPhone skills as well as 
searching with the iPhone’s browser and 
finding and installing apps. Bring your 
phone and questions to the class. Call to 
register.

Evening Book Discussion Group
Thursday, November 6, 7:00 p.m.
This month’s reading is And the Mountains 
Echoed by Khaled Hosseini. All interested 
persons are invited to attend.

Ayurveda for Health, Vitality & 
Longevity
Thursday, November 6, 7:00 p.m.
Ayurveda gives timeless and profound 
knowledge of how to optimize health 
and longevity.  Dr. Marc 
Edwards, M.D. will 
explain how to maintain 
balance, improve vitality, 
and resist disease through 
choices of diet and lifestyle. 
Registration required.

Panic in Connecticut: 
Accused Witches Have Their Say
Wednesday, November 12, 6:30 p.m.

Join us for this exciting show about the 
little known witchcraft panics in 17th 
century Connecticut. Herstory Theater 
Company will present a 
fascinating, one woman 
show that brings to life 
the stories of five women 
accused of being witches in 
Connecticut. Register early 
since space is limited.

Tech Troubleshooting with Teens 
Thursday, November 13, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Attention all adults! Stop by with the 
gadgets that drive you crazy and let our 
teen techs help you. This list can include 
cell phones and text messaging, eReaders, 
social media, email, tablets, and iPods. 
Registration required. 

Shakespeare Sundays: 
Much Ado About Nothing
Sunday, November 16, 2:00 p.m.
A lively version of one 
of Shakespeare’s best 
comedies. Running time is 
111 minutes. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library.

They Called Her Reckless
Wednesday, November 19, 7:00 p.m.
Janet Barrett recounts the story of a real-
life hero, Reckless, the courageous and 
indomitable warhorse who stood with 
her buddies for two years during 
the Korean War, saving 
many lives, and winning 
the love and respect of all 
who knew her. Copies of 
the book will be available 
for purchase and signing. 
Registration required.

Tech 4 U
Thursday, November 20, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Do you need help downloading an eBook 
or searching for work on the Internet? 
For help with your specific technology 
questions, make an appointment for a 
45 minute session with a librarian. Stop 
by the Adult Information Desk or call to 
make your appointment today!

Friends Fall Book Sale
Friday, November 21,
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.; $5.00
Saturday, November 22,
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Free
Sunday, November 23,
12 noon – 3:00 p.m.; Buy a bag $6.00

Senior & Disabled Center
Choose from a variety of books for adults, 
teens and children. CDs, DVDs, videos, 
and some specially priced items will 
be available. Come early for the best 
selection.

Shakespeare Sundays: Romeo & Juliet
Sunday, November 23, 2:00 p.m. 
Franco Zeffirelli’s acclaimed adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s timeless 
love story. Nominated 
for Best Picture Academy 
Award! Running time is 
140 minutes. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library. 

Shakespeare Sundays: 
The Taming of the Shrew
Sunday, November 30, 2:00 p.m.
Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton star 
in William Shakespeare’s 
comic look at male 
chauvinism and women’s 
lib in the 16th century. 
Running time is 122 
minutes. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library. 
 

Encore: Using the New Library 
Computer Catalog
Monday, December 1, 6:30 p.m. 
OR Tuesday, December 2, 10:30 a.m.
Learn how to use Encore. Some of the 
topics covered will be searching for 
library materials, placing and freezing 
holds, making lists, and accessing your 
library account. This class will be a 
demonstration. Call to register.  
 
Tech 4 U
Thursday, December 4, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Do you need help downloading an eBook 
or searching for work on the Internet? 
Make an appointment for a 45 minute 
session with a librarian for help with your 
specific technology questions. Stop by the 
Adult Information Desk or call to make 
your appointment today!
 
Evening Book Discussion Group
Thursday, December 4, 7:00 p.m.
All are invited to attend a planning 
session for the coming year.

Redefined READS - Repurposed 
Holiday Gifts
Saturday, December 6, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
With the holiday season upon us, 
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create a unique gift made from a book. 
Choices include a literary clock, book 
planter, paper flower arrangement, 
folded book art and bookmarks. Call to 
register and let us know what you want 
to make, then come in to make your 
special book gift. Registration required. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
 
Shakespeare Sundays: Henry V
Sunday, December 7, 2:00 p.m.
Kenneth Branagh stars 
and makes his feature-
film directorial debut in 
this heroic, action-packed 
epic. Running time is 138 
minutes. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library. 

Hoopla Digital Media Service @ 
your Library! Free Movies, TV, 
Music & More
Monday, December 8, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Come check out this innovative new 
library service that offers free movies, 
television, music and more!  Learn how 
easy it is to stream to your mobile device 
or PC! Registration required. Available to 
Newington residents only.

Movies and More @ the Library: 
The Book Thief
Tuesday, December 16, 1:00 p.m.
A film about a young girl living with 
her adoptive German family during the 
Nazi era. Taught 
to read by her 
foster father, 
the girl begins 
“ b o r r o w i n g ” 
books and sharing 
them with the Jewish refugee being 
sheltered by her foster parents in their 
home.  Rated PG-13. Running time is 
131 minutes. No registration is necessary. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Adult Winter Reading Kick-Off and 
Registration: Fetch a Good Book
Thursday, January 8, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
or 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Drop in between these hours or register 
online to receive a free gift and a chance 
to win the kick-off giveaway basket. 
Refreshments will be provided. Adults 
will earn a prize ticket for each book they 
read or listen to, which will be entered 
into the weekly drawings for special gifts. 
All tickets collected will be entered into 

the grand prize drawing to be held on 
Friday, February 13. Don’t forget, we’ll be 
accepting pet food and pet care donations 
for the Connecticut Humane Society 
through February 13. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Brown Bag It with a Book Discussion
Thursday, January 8, 12 noon
Join us for a book discussion 
of The Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and 
Annie Barrows.  Bring a 
brown bag lunch.  Beverages 
and desserts will be provided.  
No registration necessary.

Evening Book Discussion Group
Thursday, January 8, 7:00 p.m.
Start the new year with a discussion 
of a good book. Please check with the 
library in early December for this month’s 
selection. All are invited to attend.

Get to Know your iPhone
Wednesday, January 14, 10:30 a.m.–12 noon
Come learn about the functions and 
features of Apple’s iPhone. This class 
will cover basic iPhone skills as well as 
searching with the iPhone’s browser and 
finding and installing apps. Bring your 
phone and questions to the class.  Call to 
register.

Tech Troubleshooting with Teens 
Thursday, January 15, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Attention all adults! Stop by with the 
gadgets that drive you crazy and let our 
teen techs help you. This list can include 
cell phones and text messaging, eReaders, 
social media, email, tablets, and iPods. 
Registration required. 

Songs of Freedom
Tuesday, January 20, 7:00 p.m.
(Snow Date: January 27)
Soulful soprano Jolie Rocke Brown will 
help us celebrate Martin Luther King 
Day by singing Songs of Freedom. The 
late Maya Angelou wrote, “Jolie Rocke 
Brown sings with such passion…and 
compassion.” Ms. Brown has graced the 
stages of Carnegie Weill 
Recital Hall, Bushnell 
Hall with the Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra 
and Connecticut Opera. 
Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library.

Brown Bag It with a 
Documentary – 
Fetching Documentaries 
Thursdays, 12 noon 
This year the winter reading 
theme is pets and animals. What 
better way to celebrate this 
theme than to show a series of 
documentaries about some very 
special animals during this five 
week program. No registration 
necessary. Sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library.
 
January 15 – 
DisneyNature: Chimpanzee
Follows a chimpanzee 
named Oscar and his 
family as they navigate 
the complex territory of 
the forest. 78 minutes.

January 22 – And 
Man Created Dog
National Geographic 
explores the genetic 
journey from wolf to 
dog. 90 minutes.

January 29 – Cats: 
Caressing the Tiger
A National Geographic 
film reveals that 
domestic cats are never 
far removed from their 
cousins in the wild. 50 
minutes.

February 5 – 
Fabulous Frogs
Sir David 
Attenborough takes 
us on a journey 
through the weird and 
wonderful world of 
frogs. 60 minutes.

February 12 – 
DisneyNature: Bears 
Showcases a year in 
the life of a bear family 
as two impressionable 
young cubs are taught 
life’s most important 
lessons. 78 minutes.



Fall Drop-in Weekly Storytimes
October 6 – November 20
Our regular fall weekly storytimes for 
ages 9 months through 6 years.  To 
choose the right one for your child, pick 
up a detailed schedule in the Children’s 
Department or check our webpage at 
www.newingtonct.gov/library.

Half-Day FUN
Some Tuesdays, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
When schools let out early, we gear up 
for fun. Drop in programs are available. 
Come in for a flyer or check out our 
webpage at www.newingtonct.gov/library  
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Just a Story and a Song! 
Wednesdays, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m.

Join us for a thirty minute all ages 
storytime. We’ll enjoy a story (or two) 
and a song (or two) to welcome in the 
morning. No registration necessary.

Family Storytime
Every Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
(except holidays and December 11)
Stories, songs and more for the whole 
family all year ‘round. No registration 
necessary.

Tech 4 U
Thursday, January 22, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Do you need help downloading an eBook 
or searching for work on the Internet? 
Make an appointment for a 45 minute 
session with a librarian for help with your 
specific technology questions. Stop by the 
Adult Information Desk or call to make 
your appointment today!

Friends Wine & Cheese Social
Friday, January 23, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
(Snow date, January 30)
Join us for an evening in the library 
for wine tasting, beer tasting, 
refreshments and a few surprises. 
Tickets are $12 in advance and 
$15 at the door, and will be 
available in early December 
at the Adult Information 
Desk.

Encore: Using the New Library 
Computer Catalog
Monday, January 26, 6:30 p.m. OR 
Tuesday, January 27, 10:30 a.m.
Learn how to use 
Encore. Some of the 
topics covered will be 
searching for library 
materials, placing and 
freezing holds, making lists, and accessing 
your library account. This class will be a 
demonstration. Call to register.  

Get Started eReading with Overdrive 
eBooks!
Thursday, January 29, 6:30 p.m.
Join us for this hands-on class and learn 
how easy it is to download eBooks through 
the library’s Overdrive collection. Register 
at the Adult Information Desk.

Unless noted in the program description, 
registration is required for all teen 
programs at the Adult Information Desk 
or by calling 860-665-8700.

Teen Volunteer Meeting
Tuesday, November 4, 1:00 p.m.
Calling all our teen volunteers! Join us 
for pizza and cake so we can thank you 
for all the hours of help you gave us 
this summer. We’ll also let you know 
about the events we have planned for 
which we will need your help again. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Teen Advisory Board 
Wednesday, November 5, 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
(due to school half day)
For ages 13–18. Help 
us make the library a 
better place for you! 
Give input on teen 
events, help develop 
the collection of teen materials, and 
preview new books. Earn a community 
service hour for sharing your opinion! 
You must be willing to participate in 
discussions. Pizza will be served. Email 
Bailey at bortiz@newingtonct.gov with 
questions. 

Teen Dungeons & Dragons Club 
Wednesday, November 5, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 9, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Friday, January 2, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
For grades 6 –12. Join us to play this 
fun game and 
meet other 

players! No experience necessary. 
Registration required. 
 
Teen Crafternoon
Tuesday, November 25, 1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
(due to school half day)
Stop by to make and take a craft. Crafts 
will include marble magnets, fleece-
tied pillows, duct tape, and more. 
Snacks and music will be provided.  

Teen Jewelry Winter Workshop
Tuesday, December 9, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
For grades 6 –12. Teens will work with 
local jewelry artists Sue Raybine and 
Renee Antaya to assemble custom 
jewelry pieces. We’ll use a variety 
of materials such as metal, leather, 
glass, feathers, and more. Guys are 
welcome to attend too! Gift boxes 
will be provided if you want to make 
something special for someone else. 
Registration is necessary as space is 
limited. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.

Teen Bake and Take
Tuesday, January 13, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
For grades 6 –12. Come make cake 
pops, mug cakes, and hot chocolate. 
Supplies and recipes will be provided. 
A winter movie will be voted on 
for showing. Remember to bring your 
favorite mug! 
Registrat ion 
required.
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Ready for Kindergarten (New Program)
Mondays, October 27–November 17, 6:30 p.m.
Children ages 3–5, with a caregiver, are 
invited to listen to stories 
and participate in lots 
of hands-on activities 
that will help them 
develop the skills 
needed for a successful 
start in kindergarten. Call to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Play with Us!
Tuesdays, November 4, 18 and 25, 10:15 – 
11:30 a.m. (No program on November 11)
Join us for this program designed for 
families with young children who have 
special needs.  Meet with birth to three-
year-old resource professionals and 
socialize with your peers. All are welcome. 
No registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Let’s Make Music Together
Tuesday, November 4, 12 noon
Children ages 2 – 4 and a caregiver are 
invited to experience music together. We 
will sing, explore instruments and rhythm 
patterns, dance and more. Come join the 
fun! No registration necessary. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library.

Play For All
Saturday, November 8, 10:15 a.m. – 12 noon
Come to a special needs play group that 
gives parents the opportunity to talk, 
support and encourage each other, while 
allowing their children time to play 
and socialize together. No registration 
necessary. Co-Sponsored by Newington 
UNICO.

Cozytime Stories
Thursday, November 13, 4:00 p.m.
Children in kindergarten through grade 
2 are welcome to relax with their pillow 
and blanket, and listen to some wonderful 
stories. A snack will be provided. No 
registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Sliva Author Visit
Friday, November 14, 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Chris Grabenstein, author of many adult 
and children’s books, is our Sliva guest 
author this year. During the day he will 

present programs to all third and fourth 
graders at Newington High School, and 
to fifth and sixth graders at the two middle 
schools. Between 3:00 and 4:30 p.m., he 
will hold an Open House at the library to 
greet visitors of all ages, answer questions 
and sign books. A limited 
number of books will be 
sold at the library. Stop by 
to join the fun. Sponsored 
by the Adella S. and John 
M. Sliva Memorial Fund.

Tales to Tails
Saturday, November 15, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Children who need to boost their reading 
skills, or just love a good doggie cuddle, 
may sign up for a 15 minute session 
reading to a certified R.E.A.D. dog. Call 
to register. Donated by Cold Noses, Warm 
Hearts.

Stories and Art
Tuesday, November 18, 12 noon
Hey little birds – before you fly south, join 
us for some stories about birds and stay to 
create a feathery craft. Children ages 2-4 
and their caregivers may call to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Chess Club
Wednesday, November 19, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Like to play chess? We will set up our 
program room for all who like to play 
chess. Bring a friend or find one here! Sets 
will be available to use here and check out 
for use at home. No registration necessary. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Cookbook Club
Wednesday, November 19, 6:30 p.m.
Last week we heard from Sliva author 
Chris Grabenstein who wrote Escape from 
Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. Tonight, chefs 
in grades 3 – 6 will pucker up when we 
make and eat a lemony sweet treat. Call 
the Children’s Department to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Tales to Tails
Thursday, November 20, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Children who need to boost their reading 
skills, or just love a good doggie cuddle, 
may sign up for a 15 minute session 
reading to Jessie, a certified therapy dog. 
Call to register. Donated by Kerry Lurate, 
Registered Therapy Dog Trainer.

Escape from Miss Lucy’s Library
Friday, November 21, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Now that you have read and heard from 
Chris Grabenstein about how hard it is 
to Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, 
see if you can solve the mysteries of Miss 
Lucy’s Library. Come for a fun night of 
games, food and mayhem! Readers in 
grades 3 and up may call the Children’s 
Department to register beginning 
November 7. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library.

Construction Club
Saturday, November 22, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Come to our monthly gathering to build 
projects with Lego bricks. Due 
to safety concerns, infants and 
toddlers will not be allowed 
in the room. Please call to 
register. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

We All Get Ready to Read!
Mondays, November 24 and December 1, 8 
and 15, 6:00 p.m.
Family Place Libraries and the National 
Center for Learning Disabilities have 
partnered to present a program designed 
especially for the “graduates” of the 
Parent/Child Workshop and Play for All 
attendees (children ages 4 – 7) and their 
caregivers. We All Get Ready to Read! is 
an early literacy activity program designed 
to help parents make sure that young 
children have the skills they need to be 
ready to learn to read.  Call the Children’s 
Department to register. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Movie Madness – 
Planes: Fire & Rescue
Friday, November 28, 1:00 p.m.
When world-famous 
air racer Dusty learns 
that his engine is 
damaged and he 
may never race 
again, he is launched 
into the world of aerial firefighting. Dusty 
joins forces with a veteran fire and rescue 
helicopter and his team. Together, the 
fearless team battles a massive wildfire, 
and Dusty learns what it takes to become 
a true hero. Rated PG, this movie is 84 
minutes long. No registration necessary. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
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Play with Us!
Tuesdays, December 2, 9 and 16, 10:15 – 11:30 
a.m. (No program on December 23 or 30)
Join us for this program designed for 
families with young children who have 
special needs.  Meet with birth to three-
year-old resource professionals and 
socialize with your peers. All are welcome. 
No registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Tales to Tails
Thursday, December 4, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Children who need to boost their reading 
skills may sign up for a 15 minute session 
reading to Jessie, a certified therapy dog. 
Call to register. Donated by Kerry Lurate, 
Registered Therapy Dog Trainer.

Let’s Make Music Together
Tuesday, December 9, 12 noon
Children ages 2 – 4 and a caregiver are 
invited to experience music together. We 
will sing, explore instruments and rhythm 
patterns, dance and more. Come join the 
fun! No registration necessary. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library.

Jr. Cookbook Club
Wednesday, December 10, 6:30 p.m.
What do you know about pizza? Join 
us as we read Pizza for the Queen by 
Nancy Castaldo.  Then we will make 
pizza fondue. Junior chefs in grades K-2 
may sign up by calling the Children’s 
Department. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library.

Winter Craft Night
Thursday, December 11, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Come for a night of family fun and make 
a gingerbread house with graham crackers 
and frosting. Then make a beautiful gift 
to keep for your family or to wrap and 
give to a special person. This program is 
recommended for ages 4 and up. In order 
to have enough supplies, 
please call the Children’s 
Department to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library.  

Play For All
Saturday, December 13, 10:15 a.m. – 12 noon
Come to a special needs play group that 
gives parents the opportunity to talk, 

support and encourage each other, while 
allowing their children time to play 
and socialize together. No registration 
necessary. Co-Sponsored by Newington 
UNICO.

Stories and Art
Tuesday, December 16, 12 noon
Winter is near! Let’s keep warm with a 
mitten craft and seasonal stories. Children 
ages 2 – 4 and their caregivers may call 
the Children’s Department to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Chess Club
Wednesday, December 17, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Like to play chess?  We will set up our 
program room for all who like to play 
chess. Bring a friend or find one here! Sets 
will be available to use here and check out 
for use at home. No registration necessary. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Cookbook Club
Wednesday, December 17, 6:30 p.m.
A little cup of cocoa, I’m sending round 
your way. I hope that you’ll enjoy it on 
some cold and wintry day! Chefs in grades 
3-6 will make a cocoa cone to keep or give 
as a gift. Call to register. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Cozytime Stories
Thursday, December 18, 4:00 p.m.
Children in kindergarten through grade 
2 are welcome to relax with their pillow 
and blanket, and listen to some wonderful 
stories. A snack will be provided. No 
registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Wonderful World of Music
Friday, December 26, 1:30 p.m.
The young and young-
at-heart are invited 
to hear the Sam Pasco 
Orchestra perform in the 
library’s Community 
Room. The audience 
will receive a lesson on the sounds of each 
musical instrument and how notes are 
strung together to make beautiful songs. 
Admission is free and no registration 
is necessary. Sponsored by the Newington 
Kiwanis.

Construction Club
Saturday, December 27, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Come to our monthly gathering to build 
projects with Lego bricks. Due to safety 

concerns, infants and toddlers will not 
be allowed in the room. Please call to 
register. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.

American Girl Photo Shoot
Monday, December 29, 4:00 – 7:00  p.m.
Say cheese! Bring your favorite doll, a 
camera and your best smile. Children will 
have the opportunity to create their own 
scenic backdrops, or use some of ours for 
photo opportunities. This program is drop-
in; no registration 
is necessary. 
Sponsored by 
the Friends of 
the Library.

A Preschool New Year’s Eve Party!
Wednesday, December 31, 10:15 a.m.
It’s time to ring in the New Year at the 
library! Preschoolers and their families 
will listen to a New Year’s Eve story, 
create a noise maker, write a New Year’s 
resolution, and celebrate with a fun 
parade. Our party will end with a ball drop 
and a special treat. Please call to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Star Wars Party
Wednesday, December 31, noon – 2:00 p.m.
Get ready to kickoff the New Year with a 
Star Wars Adventure party! Dress up or 
wear your favorite Star Wars t-shirt. We’ll 
have pizza, wookie cookies, and Yoda soda 
and then play games, do crafts and more!  
Call to register. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Library.

NutmegMania
Monday, January 5, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Talk to friends about your favorite 
Nutmeg books and hear about others. 
Play games, enter raffles and MORE!  
Stop by the Children’s Department to fill 
out a raffle ticket for each Nutmeg book 
you read. Winners will be picked at the 
party. Children ages 8 
and up who have read 
some of the Nutmeg 
books are welcome. No 
registration necessary. 
Sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library.

Play with Us!
Tuesdays, January 6, 13 and 20, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Join us for this program designed for 
families with young children who have 

Children’s Activities



special needs. Meet with birth to three-
year-old resource professionals and 
socialize with your peers. All are welcome. 
No registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Let’s Make Music Together
Tuesday, January 6, 12 noon
Children ages 2 – 4 and a caregiver are 
invited to experience music together. We 
will sing, explore instruments and rhythm 
patterns, dance and more. Come join the 
fun! No registration necessary. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library.

Play For All
Saturday, January 10, 10:15 a.m. – 12 noon
Come to a special needs play group that 
gives parents the opportunity to talk, 
support and encourage each other, while 
allowing their children time to play 
and socialize together. No registration 
necessary. Co-Sponsored by Newington 
UNICO.

Winter Reading Kick-Off: 
Fetch a Good Book!
Saturday, January 10, 12 noon – 3:00 p.m.
Come to the library to 
help us kick off our pet 
themed winter reading 
program.  Make pet-
tacular crafts and 
see our favorite pet 
movies beginning at 
1:00 p.m. Enter a picture of yourself and 
your well loved pet, stuffed or breathing or 
fictional, in our fun reading contest. Bring 
a pet food or pet care donation for the 
Connecticut Humane Society. A detailed 
flyer for the winter reading program will 
be available December 1. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Tech Sandbox
Monday, January 12, 6:30 p.m.
Children in grades 1 and up are invited 
to bring their own device or just attend 
to learn about our website. Databases 
introduced will be PebbleGo, Power 
Kids, Tumblebooks, Tumblebook Cloud, 
BookFlix, and PBSKidsGo. Learn how to 
download audio books and eBooks from 
the library. Please call to register, and most 
importantly, bring your library card and 
device, if you have one, to the class.

Cozytime Stories
Thursday, January 15, 4:00 p.m.
Children in kindergarten through grade 
2 are welcome to relax with their pillow 
and blanket, and listen to some wonderful 
stories. A snack will be provided. No 
registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Pet Saturdays
Saturdays, January 17, 24, and 31, and 
February 7 and 14, 10 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
On Saturdays during our winter reading 
program we will set up the MakerSpace 
table with pet themed activities. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library.

Tales to Tails
Saturday, January 17, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Children who need to boost their reading 
skills may sign up for a 15 
minute session reading to a 
certified R.E.A.D. dog. Call 
to register. Donated by Cold 
Noses, Warm Hearts.

Stories and Art
Tuesday, January 20, 12 noon
“C” stands for cookie and that’s good 
enough for me! Join us for cookie stories, 
a cookie craft and yummy fun! Children 
ages 2 – 4 and their caregivers may call 
the Children’s Department to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Pajama Yoga
Tuesday, January 20, 6:30 p.m.
Children ages 5 – 8 and their caregivers 
are invited to come to the library in their 
most comfortable pajamas to have fun 
doing yoga together. Beth Agdish, a 
certified Next Generation Yoga for Kids 
instructor, will teach us techniques 
and traditional poses. Mats will 
be provided to those who do 
not bring one. Call to register. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Chess Club 
Wednesday, January 21, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Like to play chess?  We will set up 
our program room for all who like to 
play chess. Sets will be available to use 
here and check out for use at home. No 
registration necessary. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Cookbook Club
Wednesday, January 21, 6:30 p.m.
Fetch a Good Treat! Chefs in grades 
3-6 will make homemade dog treats for 
a favorite pup.  The treats will be made 
with peanut butter and will need 
to be baked at home. Call the 
Children’s Department to 
register. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Construction Club
Saturday, January 24, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Come to our monthly gathering to build 
projects with Lego bricks. Due to safety 
concerns, infants and toddlers will not 
be allowed in the room. Please call to 
register. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.

Tales to Tails
Thursday, January 29, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Children who need to boost their reading 
skills may sign up for a 15 minute session 
reading to Jessie, a certified therapy dog.  
Call to register. Donated by Kerry Lurate, 
Registered Therapy Dog Trainer.

Stuffed Pet Adoption Day
Saturday, January 31, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Stop by to adopt a new pet! You’ll get an 
adoption certificate, make a name tag and 
find out lots of cool things about your pet. 
To ensure we have enough pet supplies, 
please call the Children’s Department 
to register. Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library.

Children’s Activities

Winter Storytimes — Session runs January 5 – February 19

Mondays
10:15 – 11:00 a.m. ....... 9–24 months (w/caregiver and siblings) .........January 5 – February 9

Wednesdays
10:15 – 11:00 a.m. ....... 2–3 year olds (w/caregiver and siblings) .........January 7 – February 18

Thursdays
10:15 – 11:00 a.m. ....... 3–6 year-olds (NO caregiver or siblings) .......January 8 – February 19

Weekly storytimes are drop-in, with no registration required. All programs are free of charge. 
Please call the Children’s Department at 860-665-8720 with any questions.



Art Exhibits
Located in the Community Room
November - Anna Tufankjian and Marlene Shea, Quilts
December - Arielle Anthony, Photography
January – Edith Ramondetta (In Memoriam), Oils

Library Meetings
Library Board
Monday, November 10, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, December 8, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, January 12, 7:00 p.m.
Friends of the Library
Wednesday, November 12, 7:00, p.m.
Wednesday, December 10, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 14, 7:00 p.m.

Library Hours
Mon. – Thurs. 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 – 5 p.m.
(November 16 – May 10)

Library Closings
Tuesday, November 11 – Veteran’s Day
Wednesday, November 26 – Closing at 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 27 – Thanksgiving
Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 25 – Christmas
Wednesday, December 31 – Closing at 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 1 – New Year’s Day
Monday, January 19 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

To Reach the Library
General Information & Reference: (860) 665-8700
Hours & Programs: (860) 665-8710
Children’s Department: (860) 665-8720
Administration: (860) 665-8730
Fax: (860) 667-1255
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L I B R A R Y
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Newington, CT 06111-2645
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The Friends of the Library sponsored the 
design, printing and mailing of this publication.

From the Library Director
This past year has been a very exciting one at the library as we celebrated 
75 years of service to the community. When the doors first opened in 1939, 
the library served a population of around 5,000 people. Today, we serve 
30,000 people from the Newington community as well as many more from 
throughout the state. The library was originally a stand alone library. Today 
it is part of a consortium of 30 libraries that allows us to collaborate on 
materials and services to better serve our patrons. 
  
In 1939, the library’s main services included circulation of books, children’s 
storytimes and book discussions. Materials now include books in print, large 
print, audio and electronic formats, print and digital magazines, DVDs and 
Blu-Ray DVDs, music CDs and downloadable digital music, as well as many 
online database resources. Programming has expanded for all ages- children, 
teens and adults. This past year alone the staff offered 937 programs to more 
than 31,000 people. 
  
The success of the library is very much a team effort on many levels. The 
support of the Town Manager, Mayor, Town Council, a very active Library 
Board of Trustees, and our hard-working Friends of the Library group has 
helped the library thrive and flourish over the years. The Newington com-
munity’s understanding of the value of the library to the town and schools, 
as well as its overwhelming support year after year has been so important, 
especially during challenging economic times. And it goes without saying 

that the current staff, as well as the many people 
who have worked at the library over the past 
75 years, continue to make the Lucy Robbins 
Welles Library the warm and welcoming place, 
with a focus on excellent service, that has been 
its goal since the doors first opened in 1939.

     – Lisa Masten

Lucy Robbins Welles

L I B R A R Y
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